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New PAC Backs Nine Black Women Running for the State Legislature 

 

[Seattle, WA]--Propelled by the support of the newly established Opportunity PAC nine Black 
women are making history by running for State Senate and House seat this election cycle. 
Currently there are only two Black women in the House and none in the Senate. If all nine 
candidates are victorious, they will triple the number of Black women in the State Legislature.  

 

We are living through a pandemic that has laid bare the limitations of our safety net programs 
and the disproportionate rate at which all institutions have failed Black, brown, and low-income 
folks. In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, the Black Lives Matter movement, and on the 
cusp of a historic election, we need change agents in Washington State who understand, 
through first-hand lived experience, that our institutions of government are not working for and 
have disproportionately left Black, brown, and low-income folks behind.  

 

Launched in early June, Opportunity PAC’s vision is to have an American democracy that is 
truly representative by getting Black women elected to public office.  

 



“Opportunity PAC has provided a network for these Black women running for office across our 
state, many who did not know each other prior to its founding, said State Senator Mona Das 
(D-LD 47), who had the initial idea to start the fundraising effort. “It’s helped elevate and bring 
awareness to all their campaigns and has really taken on a life of its own, more than I could 
have ever dreamed. These candidates are now supporting each other, and getting donations 
and volunteers from around the state who heard of them through Opportunity PAC.” 

 

The nine candidates making history are T’wina Nobles, President and CEO of the Tacoma 
Urban League who is running for State Senate. The other women who are running for House 
seats are Tanisha Harris, District 17, who won her primary with 47% of the vote; Joy Stanford, 
District 26 who won 44% of the vote; Jamila Taylor of District 30; Kirsten Harris-Talley of 
District 37; Shirley Sutton of District 32; and, April Berg of District 44.  

 

“Thanks to the efforts of Opportunity PAC and other community groups, our campaign won the 
Primary Election on August 4th,” said Nobles. “Their contribution and commitment to ensuring 
that women of color, especially Black women, have the resources and visibility to run and win is 
a long overdue need.” 

 

Opportunity PAC is proud to have shifted power structures and built institutionalized support for 
Black candidates long neglected by traditional electoral players. Together, we have built 
powerful campaign infrastructures, raised candidate’s profiles, and successfully got the vote out 
this primary season.  

 

“The outpouring of support after I was connected with Opportunity PAC was incredible. I am so 
grateful for the network of Black women, people of color, and allies coming together to elevate 
Black women candidates. Voters in our state are ready for a truly representative democracy,” 
said Berg. 

 

The only two Black women incumbents in the House are Representatives Melanie Morgan of 
District 29 and Debra Entenman of District 47.  

 

“Our aim, in founding Opportunity PAC, is to give people a chance to turn their awareness of 
and frustration with systemic racism into action, said board member Michele Dotson. 
“Supporting these Black women in their candidacy is a concrete action anyone can take to 
support a truly representative democracy.”  

 



More information about Opportunity PAC is available at opportunity-pac.com. 

 

 

 

 
 


